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PUBLIC RIGHT TO KNOW

Parent/Guardian(s) ""Right to Know”

We believe that communication is the key to providing a quality education for your student. A
student's education experience will be much more rewarding and beneficial when
Parent/Guardian(s) and educators work together on behalf of the student. No one knows your
student better than you. We always want to hear from you. We are open to suggestions and
ideas. Parent/Guardian(s) concerns are important to us and we want to work as a team to find a
solution. Please let the front office schedule a time so that the student learning time is not
interrupted during school hours.

Detailed information regarding attendance, discipline, dress code, admission and more, is
available in the Parent & Student Handbook. The following information is in regards to federal
and state programs that Riverside Elementary School District participates and adheres to.

Parent/Guardian(s) of students in Title I schools are guaranteed annual notification of their "right
to know" about teacher qualifications by their school district. That means Parent/Guardian(s)
may request and receive from that office information regarding the professional qualifications of
the student's classroom teachers, including: (a) whether the teacher is state-certified; (b) whether
a teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional status; and (c) the baccalaureate
degree major of the teacher and any other graduate degree major or certification.

As per No Child Left Behind Statute, the school provides appropriate services based on each
student's Title I status. The Public has the right to know the credentials of all instructional staff.
They may obtain this information by contacting the Principal at either Riverside Traditional
School or Kings Ridge Preparatory Academy to request to review the credentials of any
instructor at that school. They can also obtain this information by contacting the Riverside
Elementary School District Human Resource Department.




FERPA- Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) is a Federal law designed to protect
the privacy of a student's education records. The law applies to all schools which receive funds
under an applicable program of the U.S. Department of Education. FERPA gives
Parent/Guardian(s) certain rights with respect to their children's education records.

These rights transfer to the student, or former student, who has reached the age of 18 or is
attending any school beyond the high school level. Students and former students to whom the
rights have transferred are called eligible students:

> Parent/Guardian(s) or eligible students have the right to inspect and review all of the
student's education records maintained by the school. Schools are not required to provide
copies of materials in education records unless, for reasons such as great distance, it is
impossible for Parent/Guardian(s) or eligible students to inspect the records. Schools may
charge a fee for copies.
Parent/Guardian(s) and eligible students have the right to request that a school correct
records believed to be inaccurate or misleading. If the school decides not to amend the
record, the Parent/Guardian(s) or eligible student then has the right to a formal hearing.
After the hearing, if the school still decides not to amend the record, the
Parent/Guardian(s) or eligible student has the right to place a statement with the record
commenting on the contested information in the record.
Generally, schools must have written permission from the Parent/Guardian(s) or eligible
student before releasing ANY information from a student's record. However, the law
allows schools to disclose records, without consent, to the following parties:

School employees who have a need to know

Other schools to which a student is transferring

Certain government officials in order to carry out lawful functions

Appropriate parties in connection with financial aid to a student

Organizations conducting certain studies for the school

Accrediting organizations

Individuals who have obtained court orders or subpoenas

Persons who need to know in cases of health and safety emergencies; and State
and local authorities, within a juvenile justice system, pursuant to specific State
law.

Schools may also disclose, without consent, "directory" type information such as a student's
name, address, telephone number, date and place of birth, honors and awards, and dates of
attendance. However, schools must tell Parent/Guardian(s) and eligible students about directory
information and allow Parent/Guardian(s) and eligible students a reasonable amount of time to
request that the school not disclose directory information about them.

Schools must notify Parent/Guardian(s) and eligible students annually of their rights under
FERPA. The actual means of notification (special letter, inclusion in a PTA bulletin, student
handbook, or newspaper article) is left to the discretion of each school.




IDEA- The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

IDEA is a federal law that protects the rights of students with disabilities. In addition to standard school records, for
children with disabilities education records could include evaluation and testing materials,
medical and health information, Individualized Education Programs and related notices and
consents, progress reports, materials related to disciplinary actions, and mediation agreements.
Such information is gathered from a number of sources, including the student's
Parent/Guardian(s) and staff of the school of attendance. Also, with Parent/Guardian(s)
permission, information may be gathered from additional pertinent sources, such as doctors and
other health care providers. This information is collected to assure the child is identified,
evaluated, and provided a Free Appropriate Public Education in accordance with state and

federal special education laws.

Each agency participating under Part B of IDEA must assure that at all stages of gathering,
storing, retaining and disclosing education records to third parties that it complies with the
federal confidentiality laws. In addition, the destruction of any education records of a child with
a disability must be in accordance with IDEA regulatory requirements.

Homeless Youth Information

School districts must disseminate notice of homeless children's education rights in schools;
family, domestic abuse, and runaway shelters; soup kitchens; and wherever services to homeless
children and families are offered. Schools are required to notify Parent/Guardian(s) of homeless

children (and unaccompanied youth) of the following rights:

The availability of a local district staff person as a liaison for homeless children.
Immediate enrollment and school participation, even if educational and medical records
and proof of residency are not available.

The availability of educational opportunities and related opportunities for homeless
students (preschool to age 21), including unaccompanied youth.

Enrollment and transportation rights, including transportation to the school of origin.
"School of origin" is defined as the school the child attended when permanently housed
or when last enrolled.

Written explanation of why a homeless child is placed other than in a school of origin or
school requested by the Parent/Guardian(s), with the right to appeal within the local
dispute resolution process.

Meaningful opportunities for Parent/Guardian(s) to participate in the education of their children.




